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The Berliner handcuffs



Some basic facts...



» Denotes a basic construction, not a maker
« Named by Houdini

* The key release both bows simultaniously

* Double bit key (usually)

 No known makers except from MuUhlenfeld
* A great number of different shapes

* Only one known patent, dated in 1891

» Often namned by the shape of the lock house.






Jhlenfeld Berliner

!







The only known patent,
Issued In October 3, 1891.




EMANUEL PECHNIK v GROSS-PETERWITZ (OESTﬁRREICH).
Schliefseisen flir Haftlinge.

+ Zu der Patentschrift

Me 62410,

PHOTOGR. DRUCK DER REICHSDRUCKEREL




KAISERLICHES " PATENTA
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PATENTSCHRIFT

— M 62419 —

KLASSE 68: SCcHLOSSEREIL

EMANUEL PECHNIK v GROSS-PETERWITZ (OgsTERREICH).
- ~ Schliefseisen fir Haftlinge.

Patentirt im Deutschen Reiche vom 3. October 1891 ab.




Early Berliner

* Bows are not profruding the lock house
* Only three lock positions
* The hinge is flush and covered with a cap.

 More "hand crafted” than later specimen.



























Articulated bows, probably
a prototype.
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Later Berliner

- The bows are protruding the lock house.
* Visible hinge pin.

« 4 — 5 lock positions.



Round top
























A lock construction with round discs
and leaf springs






Rectangular fop












A lock construction with rectangular
discs and coill springs
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Altered Berliner used in East Germany









Double hinged...









Oval top









Half a Berliner, half a figure of 8.
Probably a prototype from the past.















Thanks for listening!
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